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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T was a conſiderable time before the Author of 

K& the enſuing Reflefitons, be living in the Couns 
try, bulggee a fight, as if\ bajpengd,; of-$inJohn 
Fenwick's Paper ; and a ter that it had moved 
him to make theſe Remarks, he ſent them to a certain 
Friend of his, at a diftance from him, to whom he 
left it entirely, whether to make them Publick or not ; 
and fince he-hath thought fit to.pitch wn the, formey, 

| 4 bly to let ek ART a? 


coming thus late abroad. , The Author writes with a 


fincere aim, andif it was poſſible, would offend none. | 

Since this wa put to the Preſs, 1 under ſtood there 
was another Traft Publiſhing on the ſame Subje& ; 
which at length 1 got a ſight of ; but finding that 
That. proceeds in anotber way, I ſee uo reaſon to 
Suppreſs this. . 
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REFLECTIONS 


Sir ZOHN FENWICK's 


PAPER 


J-: E Paper is drawn up with leſs Art, and more; Mo- 


deration than ſome others. of this kind have been 3 

though (till there .is enough: as well to require as af+ 

ford Matter for Remarks and Reflections on it, And 
becauſe the Caſe of this Gentleman hath made ſome Noiſe 
in the world, and he:hath di'd now for the Cauſe-in' which he 
was embark'd, I ſhall take occaſion from hence both to raiſe 
ſome Reflections upon his Paper, as alſo upon that Cauſe bop 
which he dy'd, and: the Circumſtances of our Church an 
Kingdom at large, ; } | 


For my part, Fam-far from being anchiitianty and mocks: 


rirably afteted towards Sir Jobs, | hope, or any man df 
A 3 An 


(.2 ) 
And as | compaſſionate any that are fincere my (elf, (o neither 
am | againſt any reaſonable Compaſſion that can be ſhewn 
them from others. _ This only provided, That while they 
ſhew Compaſſion to ſome particular Suffciers, they would 
- not forget that which is due to our Church, Laws, and Na- 
tion : That very Church which theſe Gentlemen expreſs ſuch 
a mighty Zeal for 3 and that very 01d England, as they love to 
phraſe”Þ ,! whoſe "Healch and "Welfarc 'they ſo frequently 
drink. 1 F788 nl Ld Add, 
There is a ſtrange Unſettledneſs and Mutability in Man 
and the preſent ObjeRt, whatever it be, is apt to move him. 
What men alive were more (GFblc of the Ruin and Deſtru- 
&ion which threatned us in the late Reign, than many of 
thoſe that arc now the _Diſcontented Part of the Nation, and 
affect rp be: the Friends of chat every way, Unhappy and{Un- 
fortunate Prince ! They ſaw plainly Then, all imaginable” MIf- 
chief and Danger coming z #nd both rcyoiced and afilted in our 
cliverance. Now they can ſee no manner of Miſchief 
(All: N 1.\efar 4 (har, that ghey declaft that the 
ver be "Wpy withogt thatPringy'sR eſtoration. As 
elf, C t'Monarch-he is With), had given the 
leaſt grounds to- think, that they are chang'd in their Inte- 
reſts or Deſigns : Nay, as if his whole Condud lince the 
Abdication, his Behaviour in Ireland, his preſent Carriage to 
che* Proteſtants in' Fraxce, and the different Air ( according 
to'their-ſeaſons * of 'the Proclamations and Manifefto*s he hath 
(ear ny had not been) ſifficient both to'open, and to keep 
6pen, our eyes for ever. ' 1977.50 | 


| 


- Brnit/it hath: been'too mach the Fate and Weakneſs of Pro- 
teftants to be deluded with the Artifices of that Church ; and 
being” impbſed upon and divided, to help forwards their 

, dion 'It is'a marvel that-neither Hiſtory, '\nor our 
own Experience can teach us this. But thoſe that God in 
his juſt Judgments deſigns to puniſh, and that will not either 
trake'wattting or be- reform'd,” under all the advantages and 
deliys' he' affords for it, he doth "as righteouſly- permit to be 
O74 blinded 


(3) 
blinded by their Vanity; Supevſtition and Vice: And if others 
that are better;-and of a'ſoberer'ſenſe, prevent it not, they 
may find in the: end: the iffuc of they works. Ft muſt move 
a man's moſt juſt Indignation, to ſee how often the Reformed 
have been ruined and enſnared through their own Folly, and 
the Cunning of the: Adverſary.. | 


But to. return to: Sir Fohn, and his Execution-Paper. He 
tells: us firſt what Religion he is of; and what thar Cauſe is 
for which be ſuffers: And F would not donbr but that he 
dy'd perſuaded and affur'd of both. Nor would I be thonghe 
in any:thivg to bear harder on the Dead, ' than what the Safety 
of - the Living, and' of that preſent Government, in which, 
contrary to Sir Fobn, I efteem' the real Peace and Eftabliſh- 
ment of our Church. and Nation t6 lye, doth require from 
me. For while this.Speech is plainly drawn up to move Com- 
paſſion, to promote the Intercft of the late King Fames, the 
Non- jurors, and his other Adherents, and'to raiſe a Prejudice 
in men 2gainſi our preſcat Prince and Settlement ( this, I mean, 
it muſt do im-the nature and tendency of the thing'Y; I hope 
it witknot-be thought mils, in one that is a hearty Lover 
arid Honourer of both, and of that Excellent Chureh ] have 
the Honour to be of, to. give fuch an Anſwer unto this Paper, 
3s may at the fame time do right to Sir Fobn, and to our 
Prince and Govetnment too: Under which, notwithſtanding, 
( that no one may (uſpet any Intereſt or Byaſs Y I never re- 
ceived any Emolument or Advantage , ſave what all in a 
manner have neccived by it, the peaceable Enjoyment'of both 
their Laws and Religion. and cf that which by the Goodneſs 
and Providence of :God they wcre poſſeſſed of... | 


I will charitably fuppoſe.( as I ſaid ) that. Sir Fohn Fenwick - 
ions well fatish'd in the Principles and' Cauſe he had eſpous'd 
and let him-have all the allowances from Grd and Men which . 
that will entitle him-to z and F-think the: better of him that 
he ſpent ſo;well his laft Hours, and 'Did fo ſerious a Penicent, 
as:it is faid he did; moi heartily wiſhing, that alt the reſt of his 
Way, or of any other, may take occatton from hence to con- 
{ider 


(4) 


lider of the force and power of Religion 3 and be mov'd and | 
induced more timely toreform themſclves from Sin : Before, 1 
mean, ſuch a hard neceſlicy as an immediate and uanvoidable 


| 


danger obliges them to, 


He is gone, in ſhort, to his great Maſter, and it ſhall farc 
with him better or worſe, according to the integrity that 
was in him ; the Principles of his Life, and Penitence of his 
Death. For-my part, I am an utter ſiranger to him z but let 
him be never ſo Serious and Eſtabliſhed in his Way, yet thac, 
after all, is: but -to - himſelf, and for himſelf, and not for 
others. There .is nothing more ordinary then to ſce men of 
very different Intereſts and Religion, Die with great zeal, 
caearfulnefs, and aſſurance ,-in Cauſes for which they have 
expoſed themſelves. -Let thele Cauſes be:good or evil, necel(- 
ſary or unneceiary, miſchievous or expedient ; there is no- 
thing to be ſaid to the Paſſhhons and Inclinations, the truth of 
Perſuaſion, or to -Deception and Superſtition in theſe Caſes. 
It can be only ſaid, T hat God is, and. will.be, the:-Judge of 
all : And that in the very nature of the: thing there is a right 
and. a wrong, a better and a worlſe ;, nay, ſometimes that 
which is Heroically Good, and all others diabolically and 'de- 
reſtably.Evil. We have ſeen Papiſts going off Chearfally and . 
Couragiouſly for yery abominable Contrivances z and ſome 
of the Judges of the late King Charles the Firſt, Died with 
much Sexiouſnels and Aﬀurance, | 

I ſpcak.this only to let us fee, that the meer dying Stedfaft- 
ly and Compoledly ( and this eſpecially helped on by the en- 
couragement of Perſons of the like Perſualion, that tor their 
Character he had a Reverence ) is no certain ſign of the 
either Wilde m or Goodneſs of that Cauſe for which they ſut- 
fer. Itis only a fign, that as to- themſelves they are well per- 
fuaded, and zealous in it. And though in ſome certain caſes 
people. may be more. compathonated than in others 3 /yet if | 
they will run themſelves into danger, and imbark in deſpe- 
rate and delirycive methods to a Settlement and Community, 
infinitely more, cor:liderable than themſclves 3 and in which 
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are concerned great numbers of Perſons of a Wiſdom, Gra- 
vity, Zeal, Learning, Picty and Integrity, which theſe Gen- 
tlemen, the beſt of them, and few as they arc, can in no wiſe 
pretend to ſurmount ; If it be alſo a Turn, Settlement and 
Deliverance, by God's wonderful Providence ſettled amongft 
us; and in which is plac'd by the Generality of the whole 
Nation, the real Peace and Secarity of it ; If we havea King 
Juſt and Worthy, and who, with ſome Anceſtors of his, 
ſcems peculiarly rais'd up for the withſtanding of over-grown 
and exorbitant Princes, Perſecutors of the Church,and Invaders 
of the Rights and Territories of their Neighbours ; and with 
whom moſt of the Princes and States of Chriſftendome, Reform- 


| edand Un-reformed, are linked in a great and extraordinary 


Confederacy, for the common mutual ſupport of their 
Property; Ifay, in ſuch a caſe as this, if Men will be thraſting 
themſelves into miſchief and danger, and raſh and ſecret Con-_ 
ſpiracies,they mui reap the fruit of their own doings ; they can- 
not but expe that a Government ſhould take care of it ſelf 


. and the Life of ſuch particular Perſons as theſe, however zealous 


and perſuaded in their Way, is nothing to the peace and f(afety 
of the Community ; and they muſt be contented ; if chey | 
will haveit fo, ( though I could wiſh that they would' be fo- 
berer and better adviſed ) in dying Martyrs for ſo blefſed and 
glorious a Cauſe. The Duty, Nature, and Wiſdom of their 
AQings, and ſo our own too, will be one day perfectly 
known and underſtood. 


And though Iam heartily, the mean while, and unfeignedly 
ſorry for the occaſions, and for the end they come to; yet I am 
certain, if we were but free from our other Abominations, 
the charge of ſuch blood ſpilt as this, ( taking it for granted 
that he was certainly guilty, and who ſhould be judges of 
ſuch a matter as this, if not the Wiſdom and Juſtice of our 
Nation in Parliament ? ) 1 ſay, I truſtthat ſuch blood fpilt as 
this, for the neceſſary {upport and preſervation of our ſelves, 
( and in which yet notwithſtanding we are far from rejoycing ) 


would not be found to lie ſo heavy on the Nation , as 


to bring down any Curſe or Judgment upon it, what- 
B 


. FP 


/ 


ever ſome,, in. a, popular way, may pleaſe. to; ſurmiſe ang 
fuggeltto us. | 


If indeed we ſought, os delighted , in their, Blood (os in 
any of thcir Sufferings- whatſoever ) or; without moſt, plajn 
attempts to overthrow and deſtroy it, the Goverpment ſhould 
uſe this ſeverity againſt chem, theg,mi 
preffions as theſe, (I ſpeak.not of Sir John's caſe alone) ;, but 


(6) 


t juſtly, uſe ſuch Exp 


as it is, it is only, {till their own Warmth apd Opinion, and 


that in oppoſition to. the Wiſdom, Zeal: and Piety, of, the 
reſt of the Nation z and God mult be the. Judge of-all in the 
end ; to whom we are not afraid heargily.and, entirely. to 


commit our Cayſe ; and are lincerely concerned for theſe, un- 
fortunate Troubles, and Diviſions of our , Brethren 4, but. yce 


cannot but diſpence, with ſome of, their Sufferings ,. if, either. 
they or our (clves mult be oyerthrown. 


And ſo much for. the Caule he Dies for, and his Serious, 
Calm, and Compoſednels in it. 
TheRevolution,after all,was cither Wiſe, Juſt,and Warrauta- 


ble uppn the whole, all its Circumſtances confidereg, not to ſay, 


Neceſſary ; or.it was not; if it was the former, as in my Con- 


ſcience, and in the preſence of God [ believes then all their great 


' noiſe and artillery,as to this, with their ſuppoſed Duty and Mar- 


tyrdom in deſtroying, it,provcs but miſtake; and that a miſchie- 
vous one too,and falls to the ground ; If it was the latter, then 
[ grant that weare all involved in a,Guilt, and they are:more 
* righteous: than we : But bating. the power of Education 
and Prejudice, the Arts, of the Court. in, ſome. formes 
Reigns to ſcrue things to: an unreaſonable; pixcch , ſome 
Laws and Scriptures ill Intexpreted and applied ; and a cer- 
tain Heighth and Zeal which is naturally in ſome beyond, 1 
* think, the bounds of Knowledge and; Sobriety.z 1 lay, bating, 
theſe, and the having their, Honour, as well as thcir Perſuzfi- 


On, engag'd ; I could never ſee any ſolid or. wiſe Arguments 


for the proving of our Government Unjutt or, Unlawful, 
And this is the Religim which taught, I ſuppoſe, Six Jobn his 
Loyalty , though neither the Reaſon nor Ke«l1z19n of others, in 


tne 


. 
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the: Caſe which is hete now between us, can teach them any 
fach leffon, 'but the contrary. And yet Iam far from being 
of looſe Principles-cither, -or from thinking that Government 
isnot in thegeneral a'facred thing.; and therefore that: Perſons, 
except on great and extraordinary occaſions , ought to be 
exceeding tender how they break or dilturb it, But then to 
admit 'farther of -no Caſes or Junctures, of no Subvertion, 
or 'Abdication , 'let 'Aﬀairs 1iand as. they will ac home 
or abroad, ſeems fach a/picce of Weakneſs, Bigotry, and Ex- 
treme onthe other fide, as I confeſs for my own part I cannor 
digeſt, AndI am happy in this, that I have the Wiſdom ot 
the Nation, and I believe thall always have, concurring 


with me. ; 


Having ſaid this with reſpe& to the, main ſcope of the Pa- 
per,' aridichief Difference between us z I thall - be ſhorter in 
my Reflections upon ſome other Particulars that are contained 
init, 


For what he folemnly-attirms, That he was not at the Meeting 
+1 Leadenhall-fireet >with 'any Intention to conſult about the Inva= 
ling +bis Nation by Force's, and: that he was no way, he declares, 
Provided for 'it, or Pctvy to: it, even when it was equally. 
on foot ; I 'ſhall'not much concern my ſelf wich them, 
bat wall leaveitapon his own Truth and Honour, and to the 
principal Depoſitions againſt ſhim upon Oath, and to what ap- 
peared to the Houles of Parliament in his Caſe., He was-not, as 
it ſhould ſeem, for his coming, in by a French Power ; but that 
thoſe things were there canvas'd and diſcous'd, and that in the 
general he was entirely in the Intereſts of the late' King Fames, 
and an Actor for his Reſtoration; neither doth he much difſem- 
ble it, nor will any that underſtood his Conduct and Temper, 
and how utterly he was againſt the preſent Efiabliſhment, in 
the leaſt doubt it. 


He affirms ſolemnly next, That the Papers and Informations 
he delivered into a Great Man againli certain Noble and Hos 
nourable Perſons, were fent him from France. And for this, 

B 2 it 


Þp. King 
in his Ac- 
count of 
Ielang, 
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ie is not to be queſtioned but he might receive them from 
France z and no doubt but they were anvill'd and forg'd there; 
and the King alſo might receive them from thence by other 
hands; But if he was alive, Sir John might be ask'd here, If 
in his Conſcience he believed the Accuſations true, or did jt 
with.a delign to ſerve the King or his Government ? If ſuch 
forg'd Accuſations are Honourable or Juſt? and if he did not 
certainly believe, That the whole Policy of France is at work 
for the Ruin and Overthrow of his Majeſty and the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment ? Which is all that I ſhall hint as to this 


matter. | 


For what he intimates about his abhorring the Villany of 


.the Aſſaſſination, and the Service which he did His Majeſty in 


it ( I paſs overhiscalling Him the Prince of Orange _), with his 
RefleGion upon the King, as not ſparing of his Life ypon 
that account ; | have no more to ſay , in ſhort, but this; 
That if he did fo delay and declare againſt it, it was well ſo 
far, and honourably done : But though it ought. to have its. 
due Praiſe and Acknowledgment, yet none, 1 (ſuppoſe, will 


eſteem it to be the Height of Merit, to diflike fo deteſtable a 


PraQtice : And though he abhorr'd this, yet as he never diſco- 
ver'd it, ſo was he otherwiſe the King's Enemy ſufhciently , 
and embark'd in Deſigns for his Overthrow and Confuſion, 
and was like to be ſo while it was in his power. To con- 
clude, As I know of no other Merit in him but this, ſo His 


- Majeſty-himſelf is-the beſt Judge how far it is fit to extcnd 


His Mercy to any Perſon, And as: He cannot be acculed of 
Cruelty by any, ſo they may plcaſe to remember, that King 
Fames himſelf did him the right, as it is faid , after the Boyn- 
Fight, |to give Him 'this CharaQter, That He was a Merciful 
Prince. | Not to add, That after the Parliament had Atrainted 
him, His Majeſty in all likelihood would be the lels inclind to 
recede. from the Ac of that Great Body. Lk] 


For his thanking thoſe Lords and Gentlemen of the Par- 
liament that were againſt his Attainder, | cannot wonder in 
the leali at it 3 it was a picce of Gratitude which he might 
very 


: 
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very well expreſs towards them and it being a Cale ſpecial 
and extraordinary, no wonder that the Houſes were divided 
about it: And had the Wiſdom of that Great and Illuſtrious 
Body judg'd the Bill of Artainder not fit to have paſs'd, no 
doubt but the Nation had been well ſatisfied with what they 
had judg'd proper in it : And fince they thought it fit and 
proper- to be paſs'd, it is as much our duty to acquieſce in it. 
The Laws of Parliament are queſtionleſs ſubj:& to the Power 
which made them; and they can alter and ena& particular 
Bills, and have all the reaſon in the world fo to do, as they 
ſhall find for the Publick Good and Welfare, And however 
hard ſome are pleas'd to etteern this Bill upon Sir Fobn, or 
how fearful ſocver ſome may be of Prelidents of this nature 3 
yet ſince it hath been determin'd, and that upon a full view of 
all the Circumſtanccs of the Cafe, we ſhould be far from cen- 
ſuring what our Legiſlators have fone in this Point of Pru- 
dence. For as to any Evil or Injuſtice with reſpe& to the 
Perſon that was concern'd, {ince he gave fo little Satisfation 
to either King or Parliament from firtt to laſt, was judged by 
both Houſes guilty, upon a full Hearing, and long Debate, 
.and after all the time given and ſpent in it ; ſince he appear- 
<£d to the Houſe to make but elufive and evative Anſwers, and 
may well be ſuppos'd, or his Friends for him, to have cor- 
'rupted one of the King's Evidence, and ſeduced him away : 
There is no one certainly in ſuch a Publick Caſe, can think 
'that there is any of that Injuſtice committed againtt him. And 
this Unhappy Gentleman mult pardon us, if we think him 
not ſo Innocent as he exprefſeth him(c!f, or that he di'd with- 
out the Proof of Treaſon upon him, as he would have us believe. 


Sir John is pleas'd to conclude with his Prayers for the late 
King, his Queen, and the Prince of I/ales, and for theit. 
Return into theſe Kingdoms ; leaving it as his Opinion, or 
rither potitive Affirmation, That theſe Nations will never 

ec in a ſtare of Peace and Settlement, til! that be accom- 
rliſh'd. It fo, we know whom we have to thank for it. But 
1 hope Sir Fobn's Prophetick Judgment in this matter will 
fail him ; 2s it is yery remarkable that all the confident Pre- 
ages 


aa" 


.thought ) ſerious Contideration of theſe matters; and ſo 


EP (to) 


' Capes '4rid Affurances of thoſe of this Way, froin time to tine, 
 fiay, ard all the dark Plots and Contrivances too in their 
| behalf, both at'home and abroad, have hitherto by the'Provi- 
' dence of God fail'd them ; and I truſt they will Rill do fo, both 


for their and our own ſakes, till, contrary unto this Omen, our 
Nation be cRabliſh'd in Reſt and Peace. But to return to the 
Prayer, | 


'Epr the late King Famer, 1 wiſh him in his private Capacity, 
and that'from the bottom of my Soul, all imaginable Happi- 
nels and Proſperity, Health, and Truth, and Peace for ever ; 
And ſo the like to the Queen. But I frankly declare, I never 
defire toſee his Return into this Kingdom : Nor can I imagine 
what any.perſons in ſuch a ConjunQion of Afﬀairs can propoſe 
to themſelves in ſuch a Return. Can it be ( whatever ſome 
may conceive) without a French Force'and Power? ( And we 
Hind that this hath always been aQually provided ) Or with- 
out the Blood and Difturbance of the Nation ? And if he 
was again on the Throne, wherein can we- expe that he 
ſhould better or advantage the State of the Kindom ? What 
Treafures do we think can he bring into it ? Nay , what a 
Burthen, on the contrary, muſt he bring with him ? And 
with what. great Love and Kindneſs is he like to vitit and re- 
turn to us? Is he alter'd, do we imagine, in his Temper or 
Principles ? Or ſhall we better in thoſe days ( he having 
Power in his hands ) enjoy our Laws, Liberty, and Religion ? 
No doubt but at the firſt we ſhall have Promiſes made us, ac- 
cording to the nature of his coming in z and theſe ſhall be re- 


" new'd and reiterated to us after the known Mode and Genius 


of their Church, even at the ſame time that they are me- 
ditating our Deſiruction 3 and not only ſo, but purſuing 


it alſo aQually by all the Steps that ſhall lye in their 
Power. 


| Are we yet fo hoodwink'd, as not to underſtand theſe 
things ? Or ſo very ſtupid as to forget them ? But ſume there 
are that act hand over head, without the leaſt ( it may be 


they 


Wis 


they-can but gratify their. Paſhon and- their Zeal, apd vent; thejr 

Wrath or Uneafine(s, no matter what-follows, and; whether 
they. ſee three-Inches before them,ar.not. And ſpeaking:on-theſe. 
Subjeds,what a Paradox is this, That that-a{piring Kiog alone, 
who hath manifeſted ſuch. an Enmity to the Refarmation 

in general, and hath both fo uvgracefslly. and barbarguſly;de- 
{\woy'd the Churches. of his own: Proteſtant . Subjeds:., ſhould; 
of: all othezs.be the only. Prince, and that by his ſworn Brather: 
and: Ally, the late King Fames, that muſt: ciiaþliſhus in Hap», 
pineſs. and'iw Peace. It: this. be nat-the Wolf tendipg: of the: 
Sheep, I would gladly. be iofiruced: what:is. But- to-return, 
to our Buſmeſs. 


When God hath deliver'd us in ſuch a marvellous manner, 
and brought us-from our dread -and fear-in Egypt, will nothing 
ſerve us. but to tempt: the maſt High, and'return thither:? 
Aze; our. Pots and our. Taskmaſiers, with all the- Scorn and 
Contempt which was then pour'd on us, the greateft Felicity- 
we can- propoſe to our ſelves? O! but; we are: now. in-the 
Wilderneſs, and-in Trouble, and wearied:out with-.the Tra> 
vel:and- Scarcity of the way,.: And.we know. very. well, as I; 
have before hinted, who they are we are beholden to fox it. 
Had it not been for our Murmurers and Oppoſers, we might 
by this: time have found the. Land'of- Refis But: while, we 
encourage-thole from-whom we haveckap'd:, and-ſuppart toe, 
our Coſi our own Eyvils. ard Troubles, no wonder if. we are-itv: 
ſiraits, and.tmd thus our Reſt and Trayquility deferr'd« 


That our Nation hath ſtruggled with very great Diftcul- 
ties, and doth yet ſiruggle with them, is certain and: tele, 
and by nothing ſo much, as that late Spoil and Corruption 
of cur Coin, which hath undoubtedly been promoted -by all- 
the Arts and Ways imaginable. But that is now, to a ve- 
ry conſiderable degree, in a new way regulated and advanc'd 
and . I hop2 the worſt of the Evil and Miſchict isover: And 
howcver it be. at preſent dithcult and - grievous, yet ſhall it be 
the-Ground of a laſting future Benefit to the Nation, andthe 
Honour of this preſent Reign, that this grcat-Reformation 
was begun in it, And 
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And however the Caſe of many that have ſuffer'd through 
the Difficuley of the Coin, Decay of Trade, or: elſe Loſſes at 
Sea, be greatly to be compaſſi>nated, and the whole which 
the Nation hath born, confiderableg yet when it is throughly 
confider'd upon what Account it hath ſo happen'd, and the 
greater Evils and Miſcries theſe leſs have preſerv'd and deli- 
ver'd us from; what a ſmall thing, in compariſon, will this 
appear to be, to the loſs of Peace and Liberty at home z to the 
Overthrow of our Laws, Diſperſion of our Church , and the 
Spoil and Terror of a Conqueſt and a Perſecution ? Such as 
was . formerly coming on us, and is ſtill to be expected, 
whenever that Apoſtate Church ſhall come into Power, and 
preyail over us: Which God forbid. 


Our Noble Worthies , the Repreſentatives in Parlia- 
ment, are ſo ſenſible of this, both Houſes indeed , as well 
Lords as Commons, that never did Parliament fo afliſt their 
Prince, and fo long together, from the very Foundation of 
the Engliſh Throne and Government unto this day : Nor per- 
haps were they ever engag'd in a more Important War; and 
all chings 'confider'd, had a greater ground or occafion 
for it. 


And however it hath pleas'd God not to give our ſelves, 
and the Confederate Princes, that full and ample Succeſs that 
poſſibly might once be hop'd and expected, nor to bring the 
War to fo ſpeedy an Iflue as might be thought : Yet hath 
there been- that Stop and Oppoſition offer'd to the Mighty 
Greatneſs and Counſels of France, that it is not perhaps the 
moſt unreaſonable of Thoughts . that 'its Power and Trea- 
ſure is ſo cxhiutted, and Subjcs impoveriſh'd, that they will 
not in haſte be tit for any new or grand Enterprize ; and will 
in all probability never be in that Strength and Capacity for 
Miſchief, in the days of this Lofty and Aſpiring Monarch, 
that it hath been. Sach hath been, and ſuch, I hope, will 
be the Evert of the War. ' And what a ſhare our own Vali- 
ant and Martial Prince hath had in it, is ſuftciently known 


over the whole world, 
Ic 
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Tt is known likewiſe, that Offers of Beace, and thoſe very 
conliderable, have been made to the Allies z fo that they have 
not been thus combin'd and confedexated-in vain. And by it 
may be alſo ſeen, to what purpoſe: that 'mighty Nimrod of 
France hath ſo employ'd his Arms, and difiurb'd the World 
and Neigbcurhood about him : Since after his unjuſt Depre- 
dativons and Acquilis, growing. lick of the War, he vomits 
that up in the tight ot the Publick, which before he had fo 
grecdily (wallow'd down. And we may diſcern from hence, 
both who the world is to thank for all theſe Confutions and 
lamentable Devaltationsz what a lcad of Guilt that molt 
Chriſtian Monarch ( as he is [tiled ) muſt have contracted, 


So that, to proceed, thopgh God in his juſt Providence 
hath not proſpered our own and the common Arms to any 
fignal vanquiſhing and Overthrow of the Encmy, yet conli- 
dering our long Folly, Diſcontentedneſs, and Diviſions, and 
what is more fill, that Deluge of Vice and Impicty in 
the Land z that Careleſsneſls or Contempt in matters of 
Religion 3 it is a Miracle of the Divine Mercy, ( eſpecially if 
we confider how others have been chaſtiſed ), that we are fo 
wel as we are; (that the common Confederacy hath not long 
lince been broken, cur Prince taken off, and we:become a Prey 
to the inſulting Enemy. Whereas now we hope e're long to 
{ce anend of our Troubles, and tranſmit, after all, our Rights 
and Religion entire to our Poſterity after us 3 and who may 
have reafton in our own and other Countries, to bleſs the «t- 
forts of this mighty War, and our fo noble bearing the heat 
and burthen of this great Day:- And was - the very thing in-, 
deed: intimated-by our Repreſentatives, in that Excellent, as [ 
thought, and Heraick Addreſs offered unto his Majcſty at the 
Opening of. this laſt Seihons of Parliament, 


To  Conclude , King James hath now wholly loſt his 
Right :to the Crown and. Government of England; and 
for the Prince of Wales, Thave little to ſay, till that dark:Birth 
ſhall;be more: fully. Opened, and it be evidently made out to 
the ſatisfaction of . the Kingdom, that he is fo. by that Lineal 

C Deſcent 
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Deſcent Sir John's Loyalty is founded upon. 'We have a Juſt 
and Excellent Prince, by the Providence of God, over us in 
his ſtead 3 and in' whom, 1 hope, we hill be long happy, 
And for the {mall Interruption there was inthe Succetſion, 
this is not the firſt time*the Lineal Deſcent hath been authen- 
tickly broken an4 interrupted. - King James himſelf told 
us, That extraordinary Diſeaſes require extraordinary Remedies : 
And | believe them{clves would be'put hard toit, I mean his 
greateſt Friends, to juſtify , according to their Principles , 
what they did about the time of the Revolution to Favour and 
- Atilt ir, | 


They have bcen upon the whole, not unfavourably, I hope, 
ecalt with by the Government'z have had a great deal of 
time and ſpace given them ; and nothing but their own vio- 
lent methods have wrought the deſtruction of ſome of them. 
The King is too :{trong in his Foreign Alliances; as well as in 
the Love and Honour of his Subjects, and his Domeſtick 
Strength, to be calily Removed from the Throne he fits on: 
And as they have conſtantly for the time hitherto been, fo 
notwithſtanding any Party they may boat of amongſt us, or 
Preſſures on the Nation, yet will they till be miſtaken, if they 
think that on the Arrival of King ames, they ſhall find the 
Nation as it was in the Daysof the Glorious Arrival: of the 
Prince of Orange. The Taxes indeed are heavy, but we know 
the diffc rence between theſe, and thoſe that have been laid on 
the Proteſtants in France. * 


So that in fine, 'in Imitation of Sir fobn, I will Conclude 
this Paper with a Prayer too, but a dirc& contrary one to his 
own. | ©* May that Gracious God that brought him hither for 
<* our Reſcue and Deliverance, long Preſerve our Kivg over 
*Uus ; our preſent Lawful and Righful King WILLIAM 
* the Third, as in my Conſcience I believe, and acknowledge 
« him to be. May God Preſerve him in particular from all 
<« Barbarous Deſigns and Confpiracies againt him 5 make him 
* a Glorious Inſtrument, after all Troubles and Difficulties, 
< for the cliabliſhing of Retft and Peace amongſt us : I. 

Et 
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« the very Hearts and Spirits of his Enemies, or take away 
« their Force and Power to hurt him. May he unfeignedly 
« ſeck God, his Great Maſter's Honour and Glory z and fiudy 
© the ſuppretfion of Wickedneſs and Vice. ' May all fhat have 
« ſuffered through the common lot and exigencies of the time 
<« be comforted and relieved z and both Church and Nation in 
« due time flouriſh under him. And that theſe Prayers of 
« ours may be the ſooner heard, may we heartily Confeſs 
« what we have deſerved; Repent and turn our ſelves unto 
« God, that we may the better deſerve the Life of our Prince, 
* with all the Bleflings we hope and Pray for by him, 


« As for his Enemies, I ſpeak of all his Violent and Un- 
«reaſonable Enemies, let them be cloathed with 
« Shame, but upon himſelf let his Crown Flourifh, 
& Amen. 


